A Believer’s View of Material Things
  
Matt. 6:19-24
  
Today's text is about how to manage wealth. In verse 19 of today's text, Jesus said, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.” Everyone has a treasure. Each person has something that they value most. There is a book titled "The most precious thing to me now." The book begins with a very simple question, "What would you save if the house was on fire right now?“ Most of the younger generation said that they would save their iPhone, laptop, and external hard drive, while the older generation said that they would save photo albums, diaries, and notebooks. If someone asks me this question, I would say it's my Bible. What do you value most? So many people value material things heavily and make them their priority. Indeed, it is true that wealth is important to us. Because there are many things that are convenient and you can do what you want to do when you have wealth. Therefore, people want to have so much wealth for this reason. However, the problem for us is when we regard wealth as a more precious treasure than God. Many people actually regard wealth as a greater treasure than God and make it their master. 
So Jesus says in verse 24, "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.“  Jesus tells us that we cannot serve two masters same time.  He also told us the reason why we should not stack up wealth on this earth. Why shouldn't you keep treasures on this earth? He said that it is because moths and green leaves harm and thieves steal when treasure is stored on the ground. If you put a lot of wealth on the ground, it won't become yours. All we need is three meals a day. Just because you have a lot of wealth doesn't mean you have 4 meals a day.
Someone close to our city we live in saved money and put into a safe  $100,000 in cash and kept it at home. But one day, a thief came in and took the whole safe. She mourned so much because she did not buy what she wanted to eat or have in order to save the money. So she was so sad about the fact. All that treasure that is piled up on the ground has wings and will fly away. The moth wipes it out and it can't be used. It never becomes ours. We have to leave every things behind when we pass away.   
So Jesus said in verse 20. “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.” It is to put the treasure in heaven. For whom? Not for God. God has everything. The reason we have to lay our treasures in heaven is that it is for ourselves. We have to pile up treasures in heaven so that it can be ours forever. If you store treasure in heaven, no one can steal it.  
So, what do we need to do to lay our treasures in heaven? To lay up our treasures in heaven, we just need to use God-given wealth, time, and health to do things that please God. To be more specific, what would be the things that please God?
  
1. Giving money to a church established by God.
The church, that is established by the blood of Jesus, is the body of Jesus. God wants the gospel of kingdom to be preached through the church and save souls. How were you be saved? Most likely, you all were heard the Gospel and were saved through church. I also heard the Gospel through the church and got baptized and saved.
The church is the outpost of the gospel. And the church is said to be the pillar and foundation of truth. God allowed the gospel to spread throughout the world through the church. That is why the church must be healthy, holy, and strong. To do that, we must have God's people give to the church. The church should be rich in offerings. And we must also enrich relief and mission work. That's how it supposed to be. But some churches are poor because their members don't give much at all. So, there is no money to do missionary work. Then, God cannot do what he wants to do through the church. It is so sad to see that. I hope that you will not think it’s a waste when donating to the church.
Walnut sweets(it is Korean snack) still sell well, but it was even more popular before. It is said that the first person who made this walnut sweets is Bok-soon Shim, who was a member of SungShim Church in Cheon-Ahn. She never advertised it, but so many people knew about it and ordered from all over the country. And it was also exported to the United States, China, and Japan. She believed that God made this work prosper. One day she prayed this prayer to God. “God, I am never alone. It is a partnership with you. From now on, I will believe that half of the money I make is yours and use it for you.” On the bag of walnut sweets she made, there is a Bible verse that says, "Believe in the Lord Jesus." And she built and dedicated seven chapels in her lifetime. In this way, we can accumulate our treasures in heaven through offerings to God.
2. What God is pleased with is relief work and helping.
In the Bible, we can see that God is very pleased with our charity work. God gave Job so much wealth, but Job was always a person who gave relief and helped the poor. 
David was also eager to help and provide relief to the poor. In Psalm 41:1 it says, “Blessed is he who has regard for the weak; the LORD delivers him in times of trouble.” David thought of his care for the poor and expected God to help him in times of his troubles. Even when David became king, he brought Jonathan's son Mephibosheth into the royal palace to take care of him. God always delivered and took care of David, who helped and rescued those in need.
Proverbs 19:17 even says, “He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done.” It means that if we have mercy on the poor and give relief, it is like lending to God. In this way, you save it with God. Then, one day you will find it again for yourself.
It is not just for ourselves to do whatever we want with what God has given us. It is precious that we look after and use it to help those around us. Abraham also received angels while serving strangers. God is pleased with these things.
  
3. God is pleased with evangelism and missionary work.
BanSuk Church is very interested in evangelism and missionary work. And a lot of material is devoted to use for mission. That is why I believe that God can’t help but to bless this church. Some churches do not emphasize mission. It hurts me a lot when I see such churches form one by one. 
Before Jesus ascended to heaven, he clearly spoke like a last testament. He said we must go and preach the gospel and make disciples. We should know how much it will please God's heart.
It was about 140 years ago that missionaries first came to Korea. However, the situation in Choson at that time was terrible. An extremely poor and ignorant people persecuted and killed many missionaries. But the missionaries came in and preached the gospel, built hospitals, and built schools. And Mr. & Mrs. Holt established Holt Adoption Program and adopted countless orphans into America. We are seeing how much God blessed Korea through such work. Brothers and sisters, the reason Korea has lived so well now is because of what the missionaries have sown.  
I pray for BanSuk Church to be a church that embraces the heart of the Lord and does evangelism and mission work. In Daniel 12:3, speaking of the things of the end of the world, it says, "Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever." I believe that God will store things in heaven for those who are committed to evangelism and missionary work.
Jesus says that where our treasure is, there is also the heart. Depending on where we store our treasures, our hearts continue going there. Where are you piling up your treasures now? Brothers and sisters, never try to pile up treasure on this earth. If we live like that, we will surely regret one day. I hope we can live by the words of Jesus. Then we will be a happy people and victorious. I wish you a wonderful life, not a life bound by money, but a wonderful life using God-given money and energy for things that please God. Amen! 

